
Career Development Conference
New Billings Location Shows Positive Results
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Career Clusters Highlight Annual Event
 Students Excel in State Competitive Events
Kevin Connolly & Major Robinson Offer Keynotes
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This banner by the North Star High School won first place in the
Banner competition at this year’s CDC. Betty Lambert, chairperson
for this event, stated that “the banners were incredibly difficult to
judge as there were so many outstanding entries!”
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Inside this issue:

The Seventeenth Annual Career Development
Conference was held at the Billings Hotel &
Convention Center with over 350 students, career
specialists, judges, workshop presenters, ven-
dors and guests present for the two-day event.
The Career Development Conference was
planned around the concept of Career Pathways.
Each workshop presenter and vendor was related
to a Career Pathway category. The two keynote
speakers explained to the JMG students their
journey to find a career. The competitive events
based on the JMG curriculum tested the students’
soft skills knowledge needed for the students to
be successful in any of the Career Pathways.
Kevin Connolly, MSU-Bozeman Film and

T e l e v i s i o n
student, gave
the keynote
speech. Set to
graduate in
2008, Kevin’s
p r e s e n t a t i o n
focused on his
photo series
entitled, “People
Are Curious”.
He used a slide
presentation to
showcase his

many talents, including: photography regarding
his travels and ski racing. Kevin related his
adventures to his process of finding a career.

Major Robinson,
the Senior Economic
Development Special-
ist for Governor
Schweitzer’s Office of
Economic Develop-
ment gave the keynote
for the Award’s Lunch-
eon. Major has an
extensive background
in development, in-
cluding: project and
construction design
for Disneyland, Uni-
versal Studios, Landmark Entertainment and
Iwerks Entertainment. Growing up on the res-
ervation, Major’s parents always encouraged
him to complete his high school education.
Drawing upon his strengths, he received his de-
gree in architecture, which eventually led him to
theme park design and construction.

Kevin Connolly

Major Robinson

People Are Curious

One of the many humorous
photos of Kevin Connolly
showcasing his travels around
the world.



There are times in our program when we have an individual that stands out above the rest. This year
JMG honored Michelle Robinson as a recipient of the National JAG’s “Above and Beyond Award”.
Michelle has consistently spread the word of JMG through written
articles that were published in the Main Street magazine; working
with the media in developing television spots to reflect the purpose
of JMG and highlight student success stories; writing articles that
focus on the positive results the program has to offer; and carry-
ing the message of JMG’s success to businesses and organizations.
Michelle found herself gravitating toward the Jobs for Mon-
tana’s Graduates program stating , “It was like finding a great
book, a collection of transformed lives, and yet very few knew the
impacts in our communities.” She added, “the PR came about so
naturally. All I had to do was open the book and invite people to
see. Crafting stories that put a face on human abilities to change,
who wouldn’t want to be a part of that?”
We are grateful to Michelle who provides a public voice to the
program and tells the JMG story. We thank her for her dedication
and commitment.

Chairman’s Recognition Awards

Michelle Robinson Honored

“Crafting stories

that put a face on

human abilities

to change, who

wouldn’t want to

be a part of

that?”

- Michelle Robinson
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The following students received recognition by their Career
Specialists at the CDC this year for their exemplary ac-
complishments in the classroom and their communities.

Shawn Bright, Plains
Alissa DeVille, Bridger

Jay Doris, Whitehall
Shyann Frank, Dawson County

Tyson Phifer, Havre SUNS
Mike Gronneberg, Helena PAL

David Hadford, North Star
Jennifer Harmala, Billings Career Center

Glen Howendobler, Cascade
Katie Nettleton, Helena Capital
Roxanne O’Neal, Powell County

Rico Rinaldi, Butte High
Sonja Roche, Glasgow

Tim Stewart, Helena High
Miranda Wahl, Central Pride

Chairman’s Recognition Recipients

Workshops and Career Pathways

Environmental and Agricultural Systems
ABC: About Biotech Careers

(Dr. David Hall, presenter)

Health Science
MSU-Billings, Health Administration Program

(Dr. Diane Duin & Dr. Sheila McGinnis, presenters)

Communication and Information Systems
Bresnan Advertising Services

(Lynda McLeod, Julie Harbour and David Smith, presenters)
Graphic & Global Information Systems
(Kenneth Bixby & Matt Lopez, presenters of the

Bureau of Indian Affairs Forestry program)

Industrial, Manufacturing and Engineering Systems
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers- Local #532

(Lee Huebner, presenter)

Human Sciences and Resources
Student Assistance Foundation

(Clay Hanson, presenter)
Teen Dating Violence Prevention Prevention

(Bridger JMG class and Rebecca Larsen, presenters)
Montana Army National Guard

(Matthew Pettis & Crew, presenters)



Competitive Events

Competition First Second Third

Chapter Banner North Star Dawson County Helena PAL

Chapter Manual Helena PAL Bridger Brockton
Project for Alt Learning

Civic Activities Chapter Plains Helena High Butte High

Civic Activities Individual Stephanie Meyers Tyson Phifer Nicole Prather
Plains Havre SUNS Butte High

Critical Thinking Skills Tyler McNeil Seth Smith Jake Hibbard

Grade 12 Plains Helena PAL Whitehall

Decision Making Coral Behee Taylor Brewington Nicole Mech
Grade 10 Central Pride Judith Gap Helena PAL

Decision Making Ali Crawford Chelsea Smith Josh Lybeck
Grade 11 Billings Career Center Helena PAL North Star

Electronic Presentation Nate Holland Joey Rucker Erin Fosland
Plains Central Pride Scobey

Employment Russell Clark Sowers LaTayla Larsen Ryan Peterson
Preparation Helena PAL Glasgow Plains

Career Exploratory Hollie Hubbard Wade Farrow
Notebook Grade 10 Glasgow Powell County

Career Exploratory Ashlee Steed Caitlin Goetz Don Bromley

Notebook Grade 11 Helena PAL Bridger Powell County

Career Exploratory Jacob Gilman Zach Coulombe Meggie McDonald

Notebook Grade 12 Powell County Butte High Plains

Life Skills Math (tie) Kenny Bryan—Glasgow Martin Madariaga (tie) Zach Dighans—Scobey
Grade10-11 Dylan Rapley—Helena Capital Harlem Carla Scott—Brockton

Life Skills Math Brenda Jares Austin Linder Jacob Noland
Grade 12 Bridger Scobey Geyser



Competition First Second Third

Poster Slogan Bethany Galloway Calvin Kemmis Mariah Doom
Grade 10 Helena High Glasgow Helena PAL

Poster Slogan Cody Hultbert Danielle Anderson Kayla Cruise
Grade 11 Judith Gap Dawson County Helena Capital

Poster Slogan Ashley Bennett Summer Beauchman Samantha Kujala
Grade 12 Bridger Brockton Plains

Public Speaking Finale Ayers Kathryn Barsotti Carla Scott
Grade 10-11 Helena PAL Granite High Brockton

Public Speaking Frank Half Red Tyler McNeil Jake Hibbard
Grade 12 Culbertson Plains Whitehall

Talent (Group) Plains Helena PAL

Talent (Individual) Daniel Short Jake Houtari Chris Ebey
Harlem Helena High Malta

Telephone Techniques Kathryn Barsotti Cordareo Clampitt Deb Renenger
Grade 11 Granite High Billings Career Center Helena High

Telephone Techniques Star Carrywater Logan Faure Letecia Ogeda
Grade 12 Harlem Helena PAL Helena High

Webpage Design Powell County Helena High Plains

Words in the Workplace Mike Gronneberg Shannon McDevitt Josh Layne
Grade 11 Helena PAL Billings Career Center Whitehall

Words in the Workplace Jacki Weikart Meggie McDonald Zach Brewington
Grade 12 Helena Capital Plains Judith Gap

Competitive Events

$500.00 Scholarship Recipients

McKenzie Farrell—Helena High
Nathan Holland—Plains

Meggie McDonald—Plains
Jeremy Schleining—Judith Gap

Danielle Stevenson—Dutton/Brady

$250.00 Scholarship Recipients

Andrew Bishop—Dutton/Brady
Ashton Gondeiro—Dutton/Brady
Mary Lou Jefferson—Lame Deer

Eron Krpan—Helena High
Britney Youpee—Brockton

Each year the Student Assistance Foundation
(SAF) provides a grant to the JMG Foundation.
The Foundation awards scholarships to those
students who will be continuing on in post-
secondary education. JMG is fortunate to have
such a partnership with SAF and congratulate
this year’s recipients.
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Life Skills Math—Grade 12
1st—Brenda Jares, Bridger

2nd—Austin Linder, Scobey
3rd—Jacob Noland, Geyser

Critical Thinking
1st—Tyler McNeil, Plains

2nd—Seth Smith, Helena PAL
3rd—Jake Hibbard, Whitehall

Life Skills Math—Grade 11
1st—(tie) Kenny Bryan, Glasgow
Dylan Rapley, Helena Capital

2nd—Martin Madariaga, Harlem
3rd—(tie) Zach Dighans
Carla Scott, Brockton

Public Speaking—Grade 12
1st—Frank Half Red, Culbertson

2nd—Tyler McNeil, Plains
3rd—Jake Hibbard, Whitehall

Public Speaking—Grade 11
1st—Finale Ayers, Helena PAL

2nd—Kathryn Barsotti, Granite High
3rd—Carla Scott, Brockton

Poster Slogan—Grade 12
1st—Ashley Bennett, Bridger

2nd—Summer Beauchman, Brockton
3rd—Samantha Kujala, Plains

Poster Slogan—Grade 11
1st—Cody Hultberg, Judith Gap

2nd—Danielle Anderson, Dawson
3rd—Kayla Cruise, Helena Capital Poster Slogan—Grade 10

1st—Bethany Galloway, Helena High
2nd—Calvin Kemmis, Glasgow

3rd—Mariah Doom, Helena PAL

Employment Preparation—Grade 12
1st—Russell Clark Sowers, Helena PAL

2nd—LaTayla Larsen, Glasgow
3rd—Ryan Peterson, Plains

Web Page Design
1st—Powell County
2nd—Helena High

3rd—Plains

Chapter Civic Activities
1st—Plains

2nd—Helena High
3rd—Butte High

Electronic Presentation
1st—Nate Holland, Plains

2nd—Joey Rucker, Libby Central Pride
3rd—Erin Fosland, Scobey

Chapter Manual
1st—Helena PAL

2nd—Bridger
3rd—Brockton



Thank you to all the
Career Specialists for your
devotion to your students

and this program!
Volume XVI, May 2007 Jobs for Montana’s Graduates Drea Brown, State Director
Jim Lambert, Editor PO Box # 1728 Phone: 406-444-0978

Helena, Montana 59624-1728
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Words in the Workplace—Grade 11
1st—Mike Gronneberg, Helena PAL

2nd—Shannon McDevitt, Billings Career Ctr
3rd—Josh Layne, Whitehall

Farewell & Good Luck to John Schmidt,
Geyser Career Specialist; and Barry Bighorn,

Culbertson Career Specialist

Telephone Techniques—Grade 12
1st—Star Carrywater, Harlem

2nd—Logan Faure, Helena PAL
3rd—Letecia Ogeda, Helena High

Telephone Techniques—Grade 11
1st—Kathryn Barsotti, Granite High

2nd—Cordareo Clampitt, Billings Career Ctr
3rd—Deb Renenger, Helena High

Words in the Workplace—Grade 12
1st—Jacki Weikart, Helena Capital

2nd—Meggie McDonald, Plains
3rd—Zach Brewington, Judith Gap

Career Exploratory Notebook—Grade 12
1st—Jacob Gilman, Powell County
2nd—Zach Coulombe, Butte High

3rd—Meggie McDonald, Plains

Career Exploratory Notebook—Grade 11
1st—Ashlee Steed, Helena PAL

2nd—Caitlin Goetz, Bridger
3rd—Don Bromley, Powell County

Decision Making—Grade 11
1st—Ali Crawford, Billings Career Ctr

2nd—Chelsea Smith, Helena PAL
3rd—Josh Lybeck, North Star

Individual Talent
1st—Daniel Short, Harlem

2nd—Jake Houtari, Helena High
3rd—Chris Ebey, Malta

“The guys don’t miss a beat
in a contest during

Tuesday night’s dance!”

1,000 copies of this public document were published at
an estimated cost of $1.20 per copy, for a total cost of
$1200.00, which includes printing & distribution fees.


